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| Sustainable development
| inconcrete terms

As defined by the Brundtland Report (*) sustainable
development is a “development that meets the needs of the present
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet
their own needs” (p. 43). While this definition is often considered as
‘too abstract’, nothing is more concrete than ‘needs’, “in particular
the essential needs of the world’s poor, to which overriding prior-
ity should be given” (ibidem). Indeed, sustainable development is a
matter of fundamental rights, such as the right to food security, a
healthy environment, sufficient education, etc.

This brochure presents the sth Belgian Federal Report on Sus-
tainable Development. In this Report, the accent is placed on an
often-forgotten requirement in sustainable development: the
measurement of progress made. Indeed, it is only possible to know
ifa current development is following a truly sustainable path if
appropriately chosen indicators measure its progress over time. It
is also necessary to fix markers by which the path followed can be
evaluated.

In this respect, the sth Federal Report on Sustainable Development
is different from the Belgian Federal Reports published up to now
because it focuses on the requirement for measurement. It presents
several economic growth statistics and indicators, but also many
social and environmental indicators. These indicators are presented
in a way that shows how the economy interacts continuously with
society and the environment and crucially depends on them in the
long run.

(*) Published in 1987 by the World Commission on Environment and Development,
the Brundtland Report, entitled Our Common Future, was the first document to
define this concept while also outlining the policies needed to achieve a ‘sustainable
development’.




Context

Sustainable Development Indicators, Objectives and Visions, the
sth Federal Report on Sustainable Development, deals with the much-debated
question of progress indicators, which allow us to measure the evolution of our
societies towards sustainable development.

The Report focuses on the study of a table of sustainable development indica-
tors (SDIs); a table that shows to what extent the strategic sustainable devel-
opment objectives (SSDOs) are being achieved in Belgium. It also looks at the
choice of these strategic objectives in the context of long-term visions of the
evolution of society, the environment, the economy and public policies.

This Report intends to make decision-makers aware of the usefulness of indica-
tors for governing our development. It also aims to help them understand the
contents of indicators and monitor their trends, whether or not these indicators
are associated with objectives. By showing how diverse the indicators are and
how they interact, this Report can also help in making decisions that accelerate
progress towards objectives.




After the first two Reports
(1999 and 2002), exploring
new concepts and meth-
ods for trends and policy
analysis and for long-term
foresight studies, the
third Federal Report (2005)
focused mainly on the ex
post evaluation of the fed-
eral sustainable develop-
ment strategy.

The fourth Report (2007)
presented two scenarios
of future living conditions
in 2050 and of the policies
that should be followed
in order to ensure a viable
future.

The fifth Federal Report (2009)
recommendations are thus
based on more than a decade
of expertise and reporting by
the Federal Planning Bureau’s
Task Force on Sustainable
Development. This experience
facilitates the critical ap-
proach of the existing tools.
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Part I: Measuring the progress of society

1.1 Strategic evaluation of the progress of society
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Faderal Planning Bureau, 2004
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- The state of human resources in Belgium remains weakened by the pov-
erty risk and the unemployment rate. In 2007, the poverty risk affected
15% of the total population and the unemployment rate was at 12.6% of
the active population. Since the end of 2008, the unemployment rate has
increased, in the current context of the economic crisis.

- The state of environmental resources is still a concern as regards air pollu-
tion and biodiversity. However, this observation should be complemented
by the environmental indicators monitored by the Regions.

« As regards the state of economic stocks, the evolution of the public debt
was still relatively positive up to 2007, but the situation has deteriorated
since then.
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1.2 Strategic objectives and long-term visions

Example 1

Every person should
have access to at least
20 litres of clean water
per day

(United Nations Development
Programme, 2006)

Example 2

To achieve by 2010 a
significant reduction
in the current rate of
biodiversity loss

(Plan of Implementation of

the World Summit on Sustai-

nable Development, 2002)

Example 3 FE%!TIH

The public debt of the
States should not ex-
ceed 60% of GDP (gross
domestic product)

(Maastricht Treaty, 1992)










Part Il: Measurement tools

2.1 Strongly synthetic indicators
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GDP and the national accounts
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Indicators based on Environmental
Satellite Accounts




The Ecological Footprint and Biological
Capacity indicators




The Human Development Index




Indicators of public finances

The indicator of the implementation of the
Federal Plans for Sustainable Development




Transformation of
living conditions

Public policy







Gross domestic product (growth rate) Socio-economic development

Share of energy consumption from renewable Energy and climate change
energy sources in primary energy consumption

Apparent meat consumption per inhabitant by Food
type of meat

Emitted amounts of greenhouse gasses Energy and climate change

Share in gross fixed capital formation of business-  Socio-economic development
es and government departments in GDP

Rate of employment, distributed by three age Socio-economic development
groups

Share of endangered bird species in Belgium Natural resources

Consolidated gross debt in the sense of the Maas-  Good governance
tricht Treaty as a percentage of GDP

Total number of measures from the Federal Plan Good governance
for Sustainable Development, by three implemen-
tation stages or three other categories







Recommendations







Make an inventory of gaps
in the current data as a matter

6\‘ Urgency andagreeoneffortstofill
them. The Report also recommends attending

to the quality and coherence of the data for all
levels of power in Belgium. Indeed, it is crucial

to be able to have good-quality data available to
build useful indicators. Priority should particu-
larly be given to data on health matters, includ-
ing environmental health, and transport.













Would you like to know more?
Several options are available to you.

Federal
Planning Bureau
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